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13TH REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
(Continued from page 118.) 


The field opened in Russia for the circulation of the Holy Serip- 
tures, expands to an almost unlimited extent. Of the number of 
copies required for supplying the subjects of that immense Empire, 
who are of Russian origin, and speak the Russian language, it is 
scarcely possible to form an estimate, as the Committee of the 
Auxiliary Society at Moscow state, that they alone could distri- 
bute one hundred thousand Bibles. ‘‘ Entire governments, whole 
dioceses, and circles of Bible Societies, raise their voices to the 
Committee at St. Petersburg, entreating them to supply the spirit- 
ual hunger of millions, which has been excited by the distribution 
of the Oracles of God. Whenever an edition bas been published, 
another has been almost immediately required ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the utmost exertions of the Russian Bible Society, whose 
monthly expenses now exceed the whole expenditure of their first 
year, they are unable to satisfy the demand for the Scriptures, 
not only in the Slavonian, but even m the German, Finnish, Es- 
thonian, Lettonian, and various other languages.” 

Such is the description of the spiritual wants of Russia, as given 
by the noble and pious President ef the Russian Bible Society : 
the sphere of its operations must also: be considered as compre- 
hending the countries to the east of the Black Sea; Anatolia, to 
the south of it, Armenia, Georgia, Persia, Tartary, and others. 

But however great and various the claims on the Russian Bible 
Society may be, claims which its active benevolence has invited ; 
it is pleasing to remark, that the disposition to meet them is ade- 
quate to their magnitude ; and if a judgment may be formed from 
what the Society has effected in the four years since its establish- 
ment, there is every reason to anticipate the highest degree of suc- 
cess from its future exertions. 

The measures which have been adopted to make known the ex- 
istence of the Institution, to excite a permanent interest in its ob- 
ject, to augment the number of its members and friends, to pro- 
cure correspondents, and effective agents for the distribution of 
the Scriptures, together with the establishment of new Branches 
and Bible Associations, prove that nothing has been omitted which 
zeal could suggest or industry accomplish, for extending the bene- 
fits of the Institution in every possible way. With these views, 
and with credentials from Prince Galitzin, in the name of the Com- 
mittee of the Russian Bible Society, the Rev. Mr. Pinkerton was 
deputed in March, 1816, on a tour through the Southern Provinces 
of the empire ; comprising, with the Germanic part of his journey, 
an extent of nearly 7,000 English miles. | 

As extracts of his correspondence have been published for the 
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information of the members of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
éty, and will also appear in the Appendix to your Committee’s 
Report, they will only briefly advert to some few of the most ma- 
terial occurrences in his interesting narrative; blending with his 
information that obtained from other sources. 

The forthation of new Branch Societies at Cronstadt, a naval 
station ; at Charkof in the Ukraine, Tula, Sympherpole, Odessa, 
Wilna, Moghiley, Witepsk, and Bialystock, claims the first notice. 

One general statement may, with little qualification, be applied te 
the whole : that the meetings convened for the establishment of these 
Societies were attended by many of the principal persons, of all 
confessions, cordially uniting for promoting the temporal and eter- 
nal welfare of their fellow-creatures, through the circulation of the 
Holy Seriptures, according to the liberal principle of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

This harmonious co-operation was a striking feature in the ori- 
ginal institution of the Russian Bible Society ; it has been since 
preserved and imitated by all its Branches. At its third and last 
Anniversary the noble President was supported on either side by a 
most respectable Archbishop of the Greek Church, and the Me- 
tropelitan of the Catholic Clergy ; and the meeting, as on former 
occasions, exhibited an assemblage of the clergy and principal 
persons of various nations and confessions, animated by one spirit 
of zeal, concord, and mutual benevolence. Innumerous instances, 
the Dignitaries of the Roman Catholic Church have taken a dis- 
tinguished part in recommending the object of the Institution. 

The Report of the Rev. Mr. Paterson, who with the Secretary 
of the Russian Bible Society made a tour. into the East Sea Pro- 
vinees, is equally favourable with respect to the Branch Societies 
at Dorpat, Mittau, Riga, Revel, and Arensburg ; and from the in- 
formation presented at the Anniversary of the Russian Bible Soci- 
ety, it appeared, that the divine blessing had accompanied, in an 
eminent measure, its efforts for the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

A letter from the Vice-President of the Riga Society communi- 
cates the thanks of 300,000 inhabitants of Livonia, for the assist- 
ance afforded by the British and Foreign Bible Society towards 
completing the Lettonian New Testament. It also adds, that dur- 
ing the last three years more Bibles have been demanded and distri- 
buted than, probably, in the thirty preceding. 

Applications have been received by the Moscow Committee for 
copies of the New Testament, from Diocesans in the innermost 
recesses of Siberia. 

At Voronez, it has been determined to institute Bible Associa- 
tions in the thirteen district towns of the province; and numerous 
copies of the New Testament have.been issued by the Committees 
at Moscow and Voronez, as well as by others, for the use of the 
schools. 

Among the information collected by Mr. Pinkerton ia the course 
_ of his journey, that relating to the disposition of many of the Jews 
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to receive the New Testament, is particularly interesting, .The 
late wars and commotions on the earth, with the present wonderful 
exertions to spread the Holy Scriptures among all nations, seem to 
have made a deep impression on the minds of many of that peeple. 
Your Committee, most anxious to gratify rary such disposition, 
have procured from the Society for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews copies of the Gospels and Acts in Hebrew ; and dispateh- 
ed supplies to the Russian, Polish, and Frankfort Bible Societies. 

At a humble village in the midst of the extensive desert of Lit- 
tle l'artary, Mr. Pinkerton bad an opportunity of showing the first 
sheet of the Turkish Bible, and also a part of the Tartar, New 
Testament, to several Effendis and Mollas, titles which designate 
them to be of the Mahomedan faith. One of the former solicited 
these sheets; and baving obtained them, read them aloud to a 
number of the priests and people who followed him. Many en- 
treated to have a copy ; and the scene was so striking, that the 
Count de Maison, Chief Governor of all the Tartars in that quar- 
ter, before whose house it had taken place, remarked to. Mr. Pin- 
kerton, ‘* Indeed, Sir, these people are prepared for you.” 

The Persian New Testament has been eagerly sought for, both 
by Persians and lartars, and the Calmuc Version of the Gospel is 
in great demand. In the whole course of his tour through Russia, 
Mr Pinkerton seems every where to have found dispositions most 
favourable to the object of it; and on his return to St. Petersburg, 
he was most cordially welcomed by Prince Galitzin, who conceiy- 
ed that he could not gratify him more than by the information, 
‘*¢ that His Imperial Majesty was more than ever interested in the 
eause of the tiible Society.” This illustrious Monarch has enter- 
ed into the views of that Institution with a zeal most honourable 
to his patriotism, benevolence, and piety. He has bestowed on it 
substantial, and even munificent proofs of his regard ; and the 
Committee of the Russian Bible Society bave their depository 
and printing office in a large and commodious house, the gift of 
His Imperial Majesty. Whatever aid is wanting to render the 
blessings of the Bible universal in his wide dominions, he has 
shown himself on all occasions ready to grant; apd he has in par- 
ticular urged augmented expedition in completing the translation 
and printing of the whole Bible in the Vernacular Kussian, with 
the most liberal offers of support and assistance. 

The following brief statement will exhibit the PFOgress of the 
Russian Bible Society in printing the Holy Scriptures. ' The num- 
ber of copies which had issued from the press at the period of its 
Third Anniversary, was 87,100. The calculation for 1817, 
amounts to 69,000 copies, that for 1818, to 105,000; and it is 
hoped that this number will be increased ia proportion to the skill 
acquired in stereotype printing, and the demands for copies. 

The Holy Scriptures are now circulating in twenty-five differ- 
ent languages ; and among the new dialerts in which it is propos- 
ed to print theia, are the following: a Turkish edition of the New 

Testament in the Armenian chapagter, for the use of Armenians, 
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who read only Turkish; a Wallachian Bible, and a New Testa- 
ment in the Bulgarian, into which it is to be translated. It is also 
in contemplation to procure a Version of the New Testament into 
the dialect of the Burjats, (which is that of the Mongolian Tribes 
in general,) at the particular request of that people, accompanied 
by repeated subscriptions. 

Your Committee cannot conclude this branch of their Report 

without adverting to two documents which have been published. 
The first, a letter addressed to the President of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society by Prince Galitzin, which will be perused 
with sentiments of the highest esteem, veneration, and affection, 
for the illustrious writer. ‘The other, the Address of the Archbi- 
shop of Moscow, at its Third Anniversary, in which he displayed 
in striking colours *‘ the wonderful love of God to our generation, 
who, when infidelity, with all its train of iniquities, and wars, and 
confusion, and desolation, had deluged the land of hristendom 
with the blood of its inhabitants, was pleased, amidst this awful 
scene of human wo, to raise up shining witnesses to the truth, by 
the establishment of Bible Societies in so many different nations, 
and to crown their exertions with such distinguished success, in 
disseminating the glorious Gospel of mercy and peace.” 
‘ It would be injustice to the merits of the Rev. Messrs. Paterson, 
Henderson, and Pinkerton, to pass over without particular notice 
their labours in the three northern kingdoms of Europe. Nothing 
can more satisfactorily prove the sound discretion which has al- 
ways accompanied a zeal which never relaxes, than the cordiality 
with which their services are courted and received, and the esteem 
which they acquire wherever those services are employed. They 
have all laboured most successfully in Russia, as well as in other 
countries. The letters of Mr. Pinkerton exhibit his indefatigable 
exertions, both in Russia and Germany ; to those of Mr. Hender- 
son, much of what has been accomplished in the Danish dominions, 
particularly in Iceland, in the Duchy of Sleswig-Holstein, and the 
North of Germany, is to be attributed ; and the active services of 
Mr. Paterson in Sweden as well as in Russia, in various depart- 
ments, have been equally distinguished, and will long be grateful- 
ly remembered. 

Without entering into a more specific detail of services which 
cannot be too highly appreciated, your Committee have only, in 
conclusion, to repeat the obligations of the Society to these zealous 
colleagues, and to offer them the just tribute of their highest es- 
teem and affection. 

The situation of Malta has proved very convenient as a depot 
for the Scriptures, from which they have been extensively dis- 
seminated in various languages. Copies of the Modern Greek 
New ‘Testament have been circulated by the Bishop of Janina 
among his own people, and at Candia, Cyprus, Rhodes, and other 
places ; and many applications for them have been received by 
him from distant parts. ‘It never happens,” says the Bishop, 

‘when we meet on the Sabbath Day in our place of worship, that 
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we are not excited to pray for the welfare of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, that it may extend its labours of love.” 

The information from Madeira, respecting the distribution of 
the Portugese New Testament in that island, is very satisfactory. 
The Roman Catholic Clergy there, who, for the most part, possess 
copies of it, so far from discountenancing the circulation of the New 
Testament encourage the purchase of it; and much disappoint- 
ment has been frequently expressed by the inhabitants, that they 
cannot obtain the whole Bible in their own language. 

A large assortment of Spanish and Italian New Testaments has 
teen sent to Gibraltar for distribution. 

‘he transactions in America, as connected with the object of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, have ever been viewed by 
your Comiaittee with peculiar interest. It is therefore with no 
small satisfaction that they are enabled to announce the establish- 
ment of a General National Institution on that Continent, under 
the denomination of ‘* The American Bible Society.” 

The following brief statement from the Committee of the Low:- 
siana Bible Society will be heard with interest. 

‘* Numerous applications have been made for Bibles by the free 
people of colour; the Catholics, even the strictest of them, are 
willing, with scarcely an exception, to receive and read the Bible. 
The Spanish inhabitants have been remarkably pleased by ob- 
taining the New ‘Testament in their native language, and have 
received it with demonstrations of joy ; and some slaves who were 
able to read, have been gratified with copies. 

‘©The first 1000 Spanish Testaments, furnished to the above 
Society by the British and Foreign Bible Society, were just dis- 
tributed as the second donation of the like number arrived. 

«« The applications from Spanish captains of vessels have been 
numerous ; and few have sailed from New Orleans for a Spanish 
port without taking a few copies. he 

Your Committee, upon reeeiving this ‘ferme ticil, immediately 

ordered a further supply of 1000 copies to be placed at the dispo- 
sal of the Committee of the Louisiana Bible Society. 

Your Committee, in concluding this division of their Report, 
have only to express their cordial esteem for the sister Institution 
in America, with an assurance that the members of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society will ever most cordially rejoice in its suc- 
cess. 

In that part of America which is subject to the British dominion, 
a Bible Society has been formed in Nova Scotia, under the title of 
the Auxiliary Society of Yarmouth and Argyle, in which towns 
Branch Societies had previously existed, in connexion with the 
Nova Scotia Auxiliary Society. This Society has remitted to 
your Committee the sum of $71. 17s. 10d. currency, the amount of 
its subscriptions. 

Your Committee have also to acknowledge the receipt of 100/. 
sterling from the Quebec Auxiliary Society. 

The Missionaries at Labrador are pursuing with greatassiduity 
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théif useful labours, in completing their translation of the New 
Testament into the dialect of the Esgutmawr, ‘The Acts of the 
Apostles have heen printed in the course of the past year. Their 
diligence is encouraged by the creasing disposition of the Es- 
quimaux for the profitable perusal of the Scriptures. 

From the Auxiliary Bible Society of the People of Colour ia 
Kingston, Jamaica, your Committee have received a second remit- 
tance of 1411. 6s. Bd. currency, with an expression of unfeigned 
regret that the means of the Society are unequal to its wishes. 

The Auxiliary Bible Society at English Harbour, in the island 
of Antigua, has also remitted the further sun of 251. sterling. 

At Berbice an Auxiliary Bible Society has been established, un- 
der the patronage of His Excellency Governor Bentinck, with an 
assurance of his endeavours to promote its laudable views. The 
information was accompanied by a remittance of 50/. sterling. 

Some Bibles and lestaments which were sent to Saint Kitt’s 
have been distributed among the negroes in that island, and ea- 
gerly read by them. Your Committee, in cons¢yuence, have 
cheerfully complied with an application for an additional number 
of Bibles and Testaments, for sale or gratuitous distribution, 

The formation of an Auxiliary Bible Society for the peninsula 
of Sterra Leone, and the British settlements and establishments on 
the western coast of Africa, has been announced by His Excellen- 
cy C. M‘Carthy, Governor of Sierra Leone. ‘Ihis pleasing intel- 
ligence has been followed by remittances to the amount of 2111. 
16s. 8d. sterling, as contributions from the New African Auxiliary. 

Your Committee are much indebted to the care of ihe Reverend 
G. Thom, im the disposal of the Bibles and Testaments sent to him 
for distribution at the Cape of Good Hope. Many Bibles have 
been purchased by the 72d regiment, and small sums have been 
received from slaves who would not accept the Scriptures gratui- 
tously. Several copies have been consigned to the charge of Mr. 
Schmelin, a Missionary in the interior, at a distance of tem weeks 
journey from Cape Town, for the use of the Namaquas, among 
whom he is successfully labouring. Some of the converts of this 
nation who could read were brought to the Cape. Mr. Thom 
further states the gratitude of the Hottentots and slaves when they 
receive the whole Bible, as a reward of their industry in reading 
the Scriptures. 

The intelligence from the Rev. J. Read, at Bethelsdorp, in 
South Africa, is also very gratifying. He mentions, that a Hot- 
tentot named Sampson, who. though more than fifty years of age, 
had learned to read, upon seeing the Bibles sent for distribution, 
exclaimed, ‘“‘ These are the weapons that will conquer Africa ; 
they have conquered me.” ‘The first purchaser of a Bible was a 
Hottentot, who, at the age of forty, had also learned toread. Fifty 
Bibles were presented on the first day of distribution to as many 
shildren, who could read well. Mr. Read hopes, from the pro- 
gress made in a few months, that there will soon be but few chil- 
dren of whom the same may not be said. He adds, that there are 
@ vast number of adults who can read the Bible. 
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A sinall Society has been established in the interior, wader the 
-name of the Caledon Auxiliary Society, which has intimated its 
intention of sending a remittance of 198 rix dollars; and a supply . 
of Bibles and Testaments has been forwarded to it by your Com- 
mittee, as well as to several other stations in that quarter of the 

lobe. 
’ The Appendix to the Report will contain an interesting letter 
from the Rev. E. Bickersteth, respecting the favourable disposition 
of the Susoos, Mandingoes, and some other natives pf Western 
Africa, to receive Arabic Bibles. Your Committee are equally 
anxious to encourage and gratify this disposition. 

In concluding the Report of their proceedings, and of the trans- 
actions connected with the Society in the Foreign Department, 
your Committee have to express their grateful acknowledgments 
to the foreign Bible Secieties, and their correspondents in general, 
for the valuable and interesting communications with which they 
have favoured them. The limits prescribed to. their Report, as 
well as to its Appendix, must necessarily restrict their inclination 
for publishing much which would be read with deep interest. 
They earnestly solicit the continuance of those communications 
from the Societies in connexion with them, and their correspondents 
in all parts, as well for their own gratification as for that of the 
public in the United Kingdom, and in other parts of the werld,, 
who feel an interest in the object of Bible Institutions, 

[T'o be continued.]} 
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RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 
The following extracts from the last Annual Report of the Li- 
verpool Religious Tract Association, (Auxiliary to the Tract So- 
ciety of that place,) contains some useful hints relating to the dis- 


tribution of Tracts, which are highly deserving of the attention of 
similar institutions in this country. 


From the charge laid upon them at the last Anniversary, your 
Committee lost no time, but proceeded at once to look out for 
channels in which to circulate the streams of your bounty. The 
borough jail was amongst the first of these channels: and when 
the leisure and character of its unhappy inmates were taken into 
account, it was thought proper to furnish them with bound sets of 
the Tracts: accordingly two copies of the entire publications of 
the Society are now in the bands of the debtors, and one copy, 
besides single Tracts, amongst the felons. This measure cannot 
fail to meet with your cordial approbation, since every one must 
be aware that the legal measures of the executive, however well 
intended, have not that moral teudency which improves those they 
‘imprison. They require to be salted with something more spirit- 
ual than Jaw, in order to prove salutary to the lawless. In bring- 
ing, therefore, the solemnities of eternity 4o bear along witb the 
sanctions of jurisprudence, you are aiding at once the cause of 
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God and of the country ; enthroning patriotism upon the high sym- 
pathies of religious zeal, and expressing, in one act, loyalty to the 
king, and ‘‘ to the King eternal.” 

Your Committee had bound sets of their Religious Tracts, (in 
six volumes,) placed in the cabins of the Dublin and Newry Pack- 
ets, in the Steam Packets upon the Mersey, and in the Wigan Ca- 
nal Boats. 

The Committee are happy to inform this meeting, that the Cap- 
tains of the Dublin Packets have kindly engaged to circulate sin- 
gle Tracts amongst their passengers, and are now employed in do- 
ing ‘* business for us in the great waters.” 

The Committee have found much pleasure in circulating Tracts 
amongst the houseless seamen, amongst the market people, and 
about the docks. ‘T’hey have also found a valuable auxiliary in a 
recently formed Society for visiting the sick and the poor. Some 
of the Visitors enter fully into your views, and will render their 
Society the medium of conveying the healing leaves of the tree of 
life to the forlorn and destitute. 

It may be proper to add, that Tracts have been widely circu- 
lated in Formby and the neighbourhood : nor will it be presump- 
tuous to hope that they have had some share in kindling that spi- 
rit of inquiry and seriousness which is now breaking out in that 
village. 

Your Committee have only to add, that upwards of 12,300 
Tracts bave been circulated by them in the course of the past year. 

We are aware that to some it will appear strange to lay so much 
stress upon Tracis. Engines apparently insignificant are not like- 
ly to commend themselves as effective means of usefulness. And 
as men in general judge from appearances, many will suppose 
that Tracts are as low in the ecale of means, as they are in the 
scale of money. Looking at their puny body, and not at their 
powerful spirit, they come thus to be underrated. 

But were your Committee allowed, they do not think it impos- 
sible to prove that Tract Societies form a new era in the history 
of knowledge and of faith. 

Whilst religious instruction was confined to folios and quartos ; 
whilst it existed only in Bodies of Divinity and learned Disserta- 
tions on Morals, books were too dear to be purchased, and too long 
to be read generally : the consequence was, that knowledge was 
a fountain sealed to that part of the community who needed it 
most. Fifty years ago, an author would have been ashamed of a 
book in behalf of Christianity, which was not as heavy as his wri- 
ting desk ; but now ‘we are not ashamed of the day of small 
things,” because it is the dav of great effects, and bearing success- 
fully upon that class who cannct digest folios, nor follow out lo- 
gical demonstrations. And as this class is too numerous to be 
neglected, we cannot do better than furnish them with such food 
as they can bear; and thus we shall pave the way for the use of 
strong meat: for experience has proved, that Tracts should have 
heen first, and folios last, in the discipline of the public mind. And 
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this discovery, though late, is not too late tobe useful. Upon 
such grounds, therefore, your Committee account for their opi- 
nions and their practice in regard to Religious Tracts. 

—_——— 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
MALACCA. 
An Account of Sabat. 


At Penang, Mr. Milne met with Sabat, who, after making a zeai- 
ous profession of Christianity, had apostatized to Mahomedanism. 
We shall relate what happened, in Mr. Milne’s own words. 

‘Jan. 26.—To-day met with Sabat, the Arabian, formerly a 
convert to Christianity, under the labours of the (late) Rev. Henry 
Martyn, and subsequently employed by the Bible Society in 
Bengal. 

‘'To me his aspect seemed interesting in the highest degree, and 
his conversation discovered a very acute intellect. I had before 
heard of his conversion and labours, but knew nothing of his apos- 
tacy till he himself mentioned it. ‘The causes which led to this 
unhallowed step, he endeavoured to explain ; but I could not well 
understand them. The facts of his apostacy, and of his having 
subsequently written a book professedly in favour of Mahomedan- 
ism, are, | suppose, generally known ; nor did he himself conceal 
them. On putting some pointed questions to him, he said, ‘I am 
unhappy! I have a mountain of burning sand on my head! 
When | go about, I know not what I am doing!’ 

© He says, ‘ What I did in renouncing Christianity, and writing 
my book, (which I call my evil work) was done in the heat and 
fury of passion, which is so natural to an Arab; and my chief wish 
now is, that God may spare me to refute that book, page by page. 
1 know that it contains all that can be said in favour of Mahome- 
danism ; and should I live to refute it, I shall do a greater service 
to the gospel than if it had not been written.’ 

‘ He spoke with rapture of the Rev. Mr. Martyn, and of several 
missionaries. ‘ Were every hair on my body,’ said he, ‘ a tongue, 
1 could not fully tell that man’s worth. lt knew, and have been 
with, the Rev. Messrs. Cran and Desgranges at-Vizagapatam. O 
what lovely men! I know the Baptists at Serampore also; they 
are worthy men; but I cannot receive their doctrine of adult 
baptism.’ 

‘ The case of this poor man much affected me, and Major 
M‘Innes, who was also present. We afterwards visited and con- 
versed with him. Before leaving Penang I| wrote a letter to him, 
(he understands English,) exhorting him to speedy repentance and 
turniag to the Lord. He wrote an answer to me, after my return 
to Malacca, which commences thus— 

‘*Sabat, the corrupted, turned, and lost servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, To the man of God, the Rev. W. Milne,” &c. To- 
wards the close, he says, ‘ Though my body be not with the truth, 
yet my heart, soul, and understanding, are with it; nor shall they 
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ever be turned away from it, by silver, gold, jewels, or the riches 
of the woild, or any pleasures of science,’ &c. &e. 

‘ After a little time, he went over to Acheen with the ex-king ; 
for what purpose | know not. But on his way back to Penang, 
be unfortunately fell into the hands of the usurper, who seized all 
his property, and puthim in irons. A few days ago | received a 
letter from him, from which it appears that he is confined day and 
night in the gun-room of a piratical brig, belonging to the usur- 
per. During the night he is always in irons. He says, ‘ When 
brought before the usurper, he examined me, and found no fault. 
He then asked me, ‘ What is thy religion?’ Ans. ‘ My parente 
were Mahomedans.’ Ques. ‘But what is thy religion?’ Ans. 
‘God knows.’ ‘ I'hy parents, said the usurper, ‘ were Mahome- 
dans ; but thou art a Serance (i. e. Christian) and must be killed” 
Since that time he has been confined ; nor does it appear that he de- 
nied his being still a @hristian. The letter | instantly dispatched 
to Major M‘innes, entreating him to try to procure Sabat’s release. 
May the Lord grant that in his captivity his backslidings may be 
healed. 

‘i have purposely enlarged on the case of poor Sabat, for the 
information of the religious public, who have not. themselves had 
the opportunity of seeing him, or hearing much of him, since his 
departure from Calcutta. Is there not still reason to hope that 
God will do him good in his Jatter end? He is a man of great 
natural powers. ‘lhe clear and evangelical comments which I 
heard him make on several passages and doctrines of Scripture, 
showed that he had not been an inattentive learner, and reflect 
the greatest honour on the piety, sentiments, and care, of those 
worthy men under whose instruction he was placed.’ 

Mr. Milne has now two Chinese schools. The average attend- 
dance about fifty-five. He has introduced as muci\ of the Lancas- 
terian method as is practicable. Some of the children write on 
sand. Painted boards are also used. They all read Mr. Morri- 
son’s Chinese Catechism, and commit it to memory. Mi. M. has 
been assisted in the support of the schools by liberal subscriptions 
from J. H. Harrington, Esq. and several other gentleme1 in Bengal. 

In Siam, there are said to be 20,000 Chinese. Whaat a noble 
field for a missionary, for Bibles, and Tracts! 


-Dt+o— 


ROCKVILLE FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY, (Maryland.) 


For this late appearance of the following communication, we 
have to apologize to the obliging friend who made it some time 
past. It was accidentally mislaid, and recently found. 


Zo the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


. Dear Sir, Montgomery (Ma. ) 
It may be proper to state publicly the establishment of a Bible 
Society in this county, called ‘ The Rockville Female Bible Sogis- 
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iy,’ which like its sister institutions, proposes to put the word of 
God into every family in which any one is found capable ef read- 
ing that holy volume. In this, as perhaps in all similar attempts, 
the number of the destitute has been found to exceed all previous 
calculation, even of the friends of. the measure: and, as in a multi- 
tude of other examples, their success has far surpassed their hopes. 

The Society have hitherto satisfied themselves with the con- 
sciousness that they were doing good. ‘They have not sought the 
public notice ; and they might continue the same course, were 
they not sensible that the knowledge of every additional institu- 
tion of this kind is calculated to strengthen the holy cause, by 
cheering the friends of the Bible, and of man. 

We have recently witnessed here an occurrence as rare as per- 
haps any that can be found on record. A woman of good con- 
nexions has by a series of adversities been compelled to take up 
her residence in the Poor House of this county. She has been 
for some time reduced very low by sickness.—A female prayer- 
meeting is held in the Poor House. The members of this meet- 
ing, and especially the pious superintendents of the house, fre- 
quently spoke to this woman on the great concerns of salvation. 
For a considerable time she seemed very stupid in regard to the 
subject. She had no just sense of the evil of sin, nor of the way 
of redemption by faith in Christ.—Lately, however, a decisive 
change in her thoughts and her feelings has heen manifest. Her 
mind, which was before stupid and cold, is now enlightened and 
quickened : her heart is to all appearance spiritually changed. She 
speaks of sin as the object of her fixed aversion and hatred, on its 
own account. What the issue may be, can be known only to the 
Searcher of hearts. It is remarkable that her intellect seems al- 
most as much redeemed as her moral nature : in mind and in heart 
she appears new.—-This woman is said to be about one hundred 
years old. T. C.-S. 
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JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
PLEASURE AND HAPPINESS, — 
' An Allegory. 


To see visions and dream dreams has been a privilege common 
to many of those (if we may credit their assertions) whose labours 
have been devoted to the edification of the public ; and happy in- 
deed should we account ourselves, if, instead of devoting many a 
weary hour to the service of our young readers, with our eyes 
wide open, and our pens full gallop—we could, like our more for- 
{unate predecessors, answer the purpose as well, or better, by 
merely falling asleep. For my own part, having uo bope of such 
extraordinary favours, I must be content to present them with one 
of my waking dreams ; hoping they willibe able to find for them- 
selves ihe interpretation thereof. 

And those who are familiar with allegorical adventures will not 
be surprised to hear that I found myself one fine evering on am 
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extensive plain, thronged with persons of every age and condi- 
tion. The crowd was in perpetual movement; many running to 
and fro with an appearance of restlessness and agitation ; and upon 
inquiry, | found that they'were all in quest of the same person, each 
expecting to meet her at every turn, although they were looking 
in such opposite directions. ‘The name of this person I heard was 
Happiness. ‘A pretty name,” thought I, and I determined to 
join in the pursuit. It was curious to observe the various expe- 
dients which were resorted to in order to discover her. Some 
were groping amid heaps of dust which they had collected from 
the surface of the earth; others thought she might be concealed 
among the daisies and buttercups that covered the plain; others 
walked about with vacant countenances, idly seeking her among 
the crowd ; while a few, like myself, were chiefly occupied in 
observing the rest. 

At length our attention was attracted by the sound of lively 
music, and at the same time a gay procession was seen advancing 
from a distant part of the plain. As it approached, an elegant 
female figure was distinguished amid a train of fair attendants : 
her flowing robe exhibited all the colours of the rainbow ; her au- 
burn locks entwined with wreaths of pearl and diamonds, floated 
in the breeze : her voice was soft, her smile enchanting, and her 
eyes sparkled more than the diamonds on her brow. Her attendants 
also were gaily attired: they danced and sang, and strewed artifi- 
cial flowers in her path. She was received with universal accla- 
mations ; every one concluding her to be the person of whom 
they were in search. ‘It can be no other than Happiness her- 
self,’ said they ; and she bowed assent to the name. She was now 
surrounded by the wondering crowd, who thronged about her in 
clamorous admiration. Upon a signal from their mistress, the 
attendant maidens opened a variety of elegant caskets and vases, 
which they bore in their hands, and from whence they scattered 
a profusion of costly gifts, toys, trinkets, and dainties, amid the 
scrambling crowd. When the tumult which this occasioned, had a 
little subsided, she commanded silence, and thus addressed the as- 
sembly : ** Youths and maidens, behold one who has peculiarclaims 
to your regard. I am devoted to your interests ; | fly the infirm, 
the poor, and the miserable, that | may exclusively promote your 
gratification. I come to invite you to my palace; where évery 
delight that my genius can invent, and my bounty bestow, is pre- 
pared for your reception. Who will follow me?” This question 
was answered by an instantaneous movement in the crowd ; every 
one pressing forwards to join her standard. 

It was at this moment that another striking figure was observed 
advancing from an opposite part of the plain. Her step sedate 
and dignified, her countenance radiant and benignant. She wore 
a plain robe of delicate whiteness, and a simple wreath of field 
flowers bound her hair. All eagerly inquired her name ; but our 
fair leader, when appealed to, declared she knew her not, and 
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that she had never seen her before. She would fain have led us 
off without waiting to.salute her ; but curiosity prompted us to re- 
main. This personage had no train of attendants ; being only 
supported on one side by a sturdy youth, whose name, as | after- 
wards learned, was Industry ; and on the other, by a maid of 
stately mien, called Integrity. It was with an air at once of no- 
ble frankness and graceful modesty, that she now introduced her- 
self by the name of Happiness. ‘‘ Friends,” said she, ‘‘ 1 make 
no great pretensions ; no such brilliant promises as those to which 
you have just listened ; but you will find me sincere and faithful 
to my engagements ; it is but justice to you, and to myself, that 
1 should reveal my name, and hers who has assumed it. This is 
her old artifice: she always wishes to pass for me, but her real 
name is Pleasure. Many suppose that we are at least near of kin, 
and dwell under the same roof; but the truth is, that our families 
were never connected, and that my abode is far remote from hers. 
You have now only to choose whom you will follow: you have 
all been seeking me where I was not to be found; now if you 
please 1 will conduct you to my residence. It is true that now 
and then a weary votary of my gay rival, after fruitless endeavours 
to find me in her domains, at last comes to seek me in my native 
valley, but the greater number never, never return. Suffer me 
then to lead you at once to my safe and pleasant abode.” 

She ceased, and every face seemed agitated with painful inde- 
cision ; her look, her manner, and her name, interested all hearts. 
But during the whole of her address Pleasure had ordered her mu- 
sic to play ; the merry tambourine and tinkling cymbal flashed 
over our heads ; her silken banners of purple and gold streamed in 
the air; the maidens recommenced their sprightly dance ; while 
Pleasure herself, waving her white arms, beckoned incessantly to 
the crowd ; till overpowered by her attractions, a very large ma- 
jority of the assembly turned their backs upon Happiness and re- 
joined the rival] standard. 

Even of the few who remained, several seemed still to hesitate ; 
halting and turning incessantly to listen to the receding music ; 
till at length they complained that they were unable to keep pace 
with the quick step of Industry ; and that they were disconcerted 
by “the steady eye of Integrity; and so, after making an awkward 
apology to Happiness, they deserted to the merry multitude. The 
smal] company who remained, however, followed her with a cheer- 
ful determined air: and I watched the happy party as it crossed 
the plain, till it disappeared among the trees that shade the val- 
ley of Happiness. 

For my own part, I resolved to follow the crowd to the palace 
of Pleasure, just to make my observations. As I reached the rear 
of the procession, ] was quite disgusted to see several hoary heads 
nodding to the music, and limbs trembling with age, tottering af- 
ter the train as fast as they were able. ‘‘Surely,” thought I, 
‘these would do better to repose peacefully in the asylum of 
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Happiness !”” but 1 presently learned, that these who have been 
strangers to her in early life rarely seek her acquaintance after- 
wards; and that although Pleasure treats them with marked disre- 
spect, they persist in pursuing her wherever she goes—the disfi- 
gurements of her pageants, and the lumber ef her halls. 

We soon left the green plain and its pleasant trees in the dis- 
tance, and proceeded till we reached the suburbs of a large city, 
whose domes, and spires, and crowded roofs, were just visible 
through the smoke and vapour. All the bells were ringing; and 
the streets, lit up with long rows of. lamps, resounded with the 
rattling of wheels and the trampling ef horses. At length the 
magnificent palace of our leader was discovered, rising above the 
surrounding buildings, and richly decorated with festoons of varie- 
gated lamps. A blaze of light from brilliant chandeliers shone 
from its innumerable windows, while the merry sound of the viol 
and all kinds of instruments was heard from within. The halls 
were already thronged with visitants, and we all crowded in, ea- 
ger to share in the entertainment. ‘There have been so many de- 
scriptions of the interior of this palace, that it would be quite su- 
perflueus to repeat them : and indeed it were an endless task. It 
is but justice however to say, that Pleasure had not exaggerated in 
her description. ‘There were numerous suits of apartments, fitted 
up to suit the various tastes of the different visitors: many to re- 
gale the senses, others to delight the fancy ; some even to feast the 
intellect. For atime all was life and gayety. New comers, 1 
observed, always seemed to think that one half had not been told 
them: but { could not but remark how many, after a while, would 
suddenly forsake their pursuits with looks of dissatisfaction and fa- 
tigue, and recline on sofas and couches, where they gaped and 
sighed, wondering why they did so. Others, with the same un- 
casy appearance, persisted in pacing from one apartment to ano- 
ther, as if in search of something that-ever eluded them: and what 
struck me as a strange inconsistency, was, that several protested 
they were only come to look for Happiness. persuaded that she 
was concealed somewhere in the palace, although they had them- 
selves seen her retire to her own quiet vale, quite in an opposite 
direction. Every hour increased the number of weary and dis- 
contented faces ; the revelry however continued ; and Pleasure, 
to do her justice, made every effort to keep up the spirits of her 
guests, till she herself seemed nearly overdone with her exertions. 
1t being now long past midnight, 1 began to think of retiring ; for 
my curiosity was fully satisfied ; and 4 went prepared with as 
good an excuse as | could devise, to pay my parting compliments 
to Pleasure, whom 1 found reclining on her throne, with a languid 
eye and haggard countenance. She received my apologies with 
coldness, and expressed no wish to detain me ; for it seems that 
Picasure does not like to be looked at‘by any but her admirers. 

Having escaped from the crowded epartments of the palace, I 
presently reached the outskirts of the city, where I no sooner be- 
gan to inhale the fresh air, than my spirits experienced a sudden 
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exhilaration. 1 breathed freely, and lost the sense of fatigue. 
Dawn was now breathing over the distant hills, and by the time I 
regained the plain whence we set out, a light rosy tint, the pure 
blush of morning, Was spread on every object: the lark sprang up, 
and commenced her merry carol over my head; a refreshing 
breeze gently stirred the foliage ; I felt that 1 was approaching 
the regions of Happiness. 

I now looked about for the nearest path to the valley, which, 
though I had distinctly marked the evening before, { could not now 
readily distinguish. At this moment | was unexpectedly accosted 
by Happiness herse!f, who being fond of early rising, had overta- 
ken me in her morning walk. ” She saluted me with a courteous 
smile, and offered her hand to conduct me to her residence. but 
at first sight | did not recollect her; my eyes had been so much 
dazzled\by the glare of light in the’ palace, that | could not see her 
distinctly ; and even when she made herself known to me, | could 
scarcely believe her to be the same person that | had seen a few 
hours before. I thought her features plain, and that she looked 
less cheerful and engaging ; but every step we took together seem- 
ed to heighten her beauty, and to render her conversation more 
animating. At length we reached the valley, and I descried the 
white turrets of her mansion rising above the trees. 

(To be continued.) 





ELEGY 
In memory of a younz lady who departed this life on the 13th of 
June, 1817, in her nineteenth year. 


As the lone Eremite, at early dawn, 

Pacing, with pensive steps, the flowery dale, 

Discovers, in some shady nook withdrawn, 

His recluse prototype, the violet pale ; 

And lingering, staysits fragrance to inhale, 

Gazing, delighted with those charming hues 

Which mark that vernal glory of the vale, 

Drooping beneath the weight of morning dews 
That o’er its modest tints chaste liveliness diffuse !— 


And, as the Hermit to regain his cell, 
Ere the bright sun his mid-day throne attains, 
Returning, sees some monster of the dell 
‘lread dowa this fairest flow’ret of the plains ; 
And, mourning, pauses o’er its sad remains, 
Which still with dying sweetness fill the air, 
Then with a sigh exclaims * Thus Ruin reigas! 
Thus Death, regardless, rushes from his lair, 
To trample down the young, the noble, and the fair !’’— 


So, when I first beheld thee, did I gaze, 
Delighted more than language could express, 
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Which feebly join to bless thine ever blessed name! 





Poetry. 


For, though possest of all which merits praise, 
Thou wert unconscious of thy loveliness ! 

Nor could I, beauteous flower, deplore thee less, 
When Death his awful sign upon thee set : 

For then thy worth and suffering did impress, 
Ev’n on my lonely heart, such deep regret, 


That, till no more it feel, it cannot thee forget ! 


Yet not thy merits constitute my theme, 

Nor thy bland temper’s fascinating power, 

Nor beauty, transient as the morning’s dream : 
For what could these avail thee in that hour 
When the cold grave expanded to devour ; 
When keen conviction’s salutary dart 

Drove thee for refuge to Salvation’s Tow’r, 
To Him who bade thy doubts and fears depart, 


To Him whose mercy heal’d thy truly contrite heart ? 


Then fled delusion from thine eyes away ; 

Thou didst not then thy beauty’s wreck deplore, 
Nor once regret that premature decay 

Which hurried thee from this terrestrial shore. 

No, all thy plaint was, ‘Oh! that I before, 

While health and strength upheld my youthful frame, 
Had known thee, Saviour, whom I now adore, 
Whom now my dying lips can scarce proclaim, 
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Farewell sweet flower, transplanted to the clime 
Where beauty shines in everlasting bloom, 
Beyond the bounded ravages of time, 

And the dark shades which overhang the tomb : 
Past is that dreary gulf, forgot its gloom, 

Or the remembrance left for us alone, 

Who soon, like thee, must in the dust consume ; 
Like thee, remove into a world unknown, 


And disembodied stand before th’ Eternal Throne! 


[Youth’s Mag. 
D+ 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


Lines occasioned by hearing Mr. D. preach, at N.Y. on the words 


** Christ the wisdom of God.” 


Distilled, like dew from heav’n, thy words descend, 
Unfolding Wisdom’s ways ;—her means, and end. 
Fragrant and fair expands the field of truth ;— 
Fragrant as Sharon’s rose ; fair as unfading youtb. 

In sweetest tones, sublimest truths are taught, 

Each fluent word with sacred wisdom fraught. 

Let others choose the actor’s studied part, 
)—f—d, thy artless eloquence shall gain the heart. 


Pe 





